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the soldiers, to the commander's great astonishment. The Vivarez had
been for fifty years the centre of Calvinism in France, and the seat of
horrible wars and desolation. The pious Bishop of Viviers, in 1633, by
earnest entreaties drew Regis into his diocese, received him with great
veneration, and took him with him in his visitation, during which the
father made a most successful mission over that whole diocese. The Count
de la Mothe Brion, who had lived as a wise man of the world, was so moved
with the unction of the holy man's sermons as entirely to devote himself to
fasting, prayer, and alms. This nobleman, by his zeal and charities, very
much contributed to assist the saint in his holy enterprises; in which he
was seconded by another gentleman named de la Suchere, who had formerly
been the saint's scholar. At Puy, Regis undertook the reformation of many
negligent pastors, brought many lewd women, and some the most obstinate
and abandoned, to become patterns of fervour among the penitents, and
converted a Calvinist lady of great reputation at Usez. About that time
God permitted a storm to be raised against his servant for his trial; for
amidst these glorious successes he was accused loudly as a disturber of the
peace of families by his indiscreet zeal, and as a violent man who spared no
one in his invectives and satires. The bishop defended him; till, wearied
out with repeated complaints, he wrote to his superior to recall him, and
sending for the saint, gave him a severe reprimand, adding that he found
himself under a necessity of dismissing him. Regis, who had all along
neglected to take any measures for his own justification, answered him with
such humility and with such an unfeigned love of humiliations and the
cross that the prelate was charmed with his virtue; and being undeceived
by others in regard to him, he praised him in public, and continued him
with his employ till the beginning of the year 1634, when the missionary
was ordered by his superiors to repair to Puy, but went loaded with
letters full of the highest commendations of his virtue and prudence
from the good bishop.

The saint wrote earnestly to the general of the society, desiring to be
employed on a mission to the barbarous Hurons and Iroquois in Canada,
and received a favourable answer; but at the request of Count de la Mothe,
he returned early the next year to the diocese of Viviers, to labour in the
conversion of Calvinists and in the instruction of the ignorant at Cheylard
and on the other estates of that gentleman. It is incredible how much the
apostolic man underwent in this rough country, in the highest mountains,
in which he was once locked up three weeks by the snows, lying on the
bare ground, eating only black bread and drinking water, with the addition
of astonishing voluntary mortifications, fasts, disciplines to blood, and hair
sKirts. The count was so edified and so moved with the inexpressible fruits
of his labours that he founded a perpetual mission for two Jesuits at Chey-
lard, giving to it a principal of sixteen thousand livres, and his fine house